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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Timothy D. Meade on 09/14/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

Cancel claims 2-3, 8-9, 54-55 and 60-61 



Cla 


im 4, line 1, change " 


3"to-1 




Cla 


im 5, line 1, change " 


3" to - 1 




Cla 


im 6, line 1, change " 


3" to - 1 




Cla 


im 10, line 1, change 


"9" to - 


7~ 


Cla 


im 11, line 1, change 


"9" to - 


7~ 


Cla 


im 12, line 1, change 


"9" to - 


7~ 


Cla 


im 13, line 1, change 


"2" to - 


1 - 


Cla 


m 14, line 1, change 


" 8" to - 


7- 


Clai 


m 56, line 1, change 


"55"to- 


-53- 


Clai 


m 57, line 1, change 


" 55" to 


-53- 


Clai 


m 58, line 1, change 


" 55" to 


-53 - 
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Claim 62, line 1, change "61" to - 59 - 
Claim 63, line 1 , change "61 " to - 59 - 
Claim 64, line 1 , change "61 " to - 59 - 
Claim 77, line 1 , change "3" to - 1 - 
Claim 78, line 1 , change "9" to - 7 - 
Claim 83, line 1 , change "55" to - 53 - 
Claim 84, line 1, change "61" to - 59 - 

Claims 56-58, 62-64, 83-84 and 93-94, line 1, change " recording medium " 
to - computer readable recording medium - 

Replace claims 1, 7, 53 and 59 with the following currently amended 
version: 

Claiml. (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising: 
subjecting captured-image data outputted from an image- capturing device to an 

optimization processing for appreciation to produce viewing image referred image data; 

and 

conducting a pre-processing before the optimization processing is carried out; 
wlierein, the pre-processing comprises to transform the frequency characteristic of the 
captured-image data into the scene-referred frequency characteristic by removing the 
effect of a frequency characteristic specific to the image- capturing device from the 
frequency characteristic of the captured-image data, 

wherein the frequency characteristic specific to the image-capturing device is a 
model frequency characteristic specific to an image-capturing device model. 



\ 

I 
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wherein tlie pre-processing further comprises to transform the gradation 
characteristic of the captu red-image data into a scene- referred gradation characteristic 
by removing the effect of a gradation characteristic specific to the image-capturing 
device from the gradation characteristic of the captured- image data. 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising: 
subjecting captured-image data outputted from an image- capturing device to an 
optimization processing for appreciation to produce viewing image referred image data; 
generating condition data for outputting the captured- image data to an output medium 
on the basis of condition data for carrying out a pre-processing before the optimization 
processing is carried out, the pre-processing comprising to transform the frequency 
characteristic of the captured-image data into the scene-referred frequency 
characteristic by removing the effect of frequency characteristic specific to the image- 
capturing device from the frequency characteristic of the captured-image data, and on 
the base of condition data for carrying out the optimization processing, 

wherein the frequency characteristic specific to the image-capturing device is a 
model frequency characteristic specific to an image-capturing device model, 

wherein the pre-processing further comprises to transform the gradation 
characteristic of the captured-image data into a scene- refen-ed gradation characteristic 
by removing the effect of a gradation characteristic specific to the image-capturing 
device from the gradation characteristic of the captured- image data. 

Claim 53. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium 
capable of being read by a computer, which canrtes out an image processing for 
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subjecting captured- image data outputted from an image-capturing device to an 
optimization processing for appreciation to produce viewing image referred image data, 
wherein the recording medium is recorded a program code for actualizing a function to 
carry out a pre-processing comprising to transform the frequency characteristic of the 
captured-image data into the scene- referred frequency characteristic by removing the 
effect of the frequency characteristic specific to the image-capturing device from the 
frequency characteristic of the captured-image data, before the practice of the aforesaid 
optimization processing, 

wherein the frequency characteristic specific to the image-capturing device is a 
model frequency characteristic specific to an image-capturing device model, 
wherein the pre- processing further comprises to transform the gradation characteristic 
of the captured-image data into a scene- referred gradation characteristic by removing 
the effect of a gradation characteristic specific to the image-capturing device from the 
gradation characteristic of the captured- image data. 

Claim 59. (Currently Amended) A recording medium capable of being read by a 
computer, which carries out an image processing for subjecting captured- iniage data 
outputted from an image-capturing device to an optimization processing for appreciation 
to produce viewing image referred image data, wherein the recording medium is 
recorded a program code for actualizing a function for generating condition data for 
outputting the captured-image data onto an output medium on the basis of condition 
data for carrying out a pre-processing before the optimization processing is carried out, 
the pre-processing comprising to transfomi the frequency characteristic of the captured- 



Application/Control Number: 10/647,646 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2624 

image data into the scene-referred frequency cliaracteristic by removing tlie effect of 
frequency cliaracteristic specific to tlie image-capturing device from the frequency 
characteristic of the captu red-image data, and on the base of condition data for carying 
out the optimization processing, 

wherein the frequency characteristic specific to the image-capturing device Is a 
model frequency characteristic specific to an image-capturing device model, 

wherein the pre- processing further comprises to transform the gradation 
characteristic of the captured-image data into a scene- referred gradation characteristic 
by removing the effect of a gradation characteristic specific to the Image-capturing 
device from the gradation characteristic of the captured- Image data. 
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Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment filed 6/29/07 has been entered and made of record. 

By this amendment, claims 65-76, 85-86 and 95-96 are cancelled. Claims 2-3, 8- 
9, 54-55 and 60-61 are cancelled by the examiner's amendment. Claims 1,4-7, 10-53, 
56-59, 62-64, 77-84 and 87-94 are pending in the application. 

In response to applicant's cancellation of claims 65-76, 85-86 and 95-96, the 
rejection under 35 USC 101 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1 , 4-7, 1 0-53, 56-59, 62-64, 77-84 and 87-94 (renumbered as 1 -72) are 
allowed. 

Claims 1,4-7, 10-53, 56-59, 62-64, 77-84 and 87-94 were allowed in the last 
Office action (see paragraph 5 of the last Office action mailed 4/5/07 for examiner's 
statement of reasons of allowance). 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance," 
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Contact Information 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kanji Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272-7454. 
The examiner can nomnally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lillis Eileen can be reached on (571) 272-6928 The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kanji Patel 
Art Unit 2624 
09/16/2007 
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